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before God's dispositions? I had no notion that I would have
to undertake the penance that God has imposed on me. I hope
that the meeting will forgive me. But although I shall not be
present in body, I shall be present in spirit. Dr. Besant is a world
figure. It is no small gain to India that she has adopted Bharat
Mata as her mother and dedicated all her matchless gifts to her
services. At her time of life, when people should be entitled to
complete rest from all toil, she, with amazing energy, is writing,
making speeches, moving about, and hatching plans for India's
deliverance. Her indomitable courage in the face of all odds,
her great organizing power, her literary and oratorical gifts, and
many other qualities that I could name are all treasures for us to
prize and to utilize. It was painful to me, therefore, to difler from
her* It is an equal pleasure to me that we seem to be coming
closer. May God give her long life and enable her to witness the
establishment of swaraj, for which she and We are all striving, and
for the achievement of which she is not to be surpassed by any
body in perseverance and ceaseless efforts.

New India, 2-10-1924

170.   REPLT TO BOMBAY WOMEN'S DEPUTATION
October ly 1924
A Bombay ladies' deputation consisting of Mrs. Captain, the secretary
of the Rashtriya Stri Sabha, Mrs. Mir Ali, Mrs. Gokhale, Mrs. Thakur and
Miss Petit waited on Mahatma Gandhi yesterday and requested him to break
fast.
Mahatmaji in reply said that he had determined to continue the fast to
the end and he was sure that he would finish it without interruption.
The Hindustan Times, 2-IO-I924
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Wednesday, Asa Sud 3 [October 19 1924}
Andhradesh and Bengal have threatened to surpass Gujarat
in respect of the number of spinners. If either province surpasses
Gujarat, I shall, of course, congratulate it; but why should
Gujarat be defeated? One achieves success even if one is sur-
passed after making one's best effort. Gujarat has just now laun-
ched upon its endeavour. Do all the teachers spin? Do the